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SUBJECT: PRESS TREATMENT OF GENERAL PAUL STEHLIN'S 
LETTER ON F-104 REPLACEMENT. 

L. FRENCH PRESS WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY GIVES CONSIDER- 
ABLE ATTENTION TO UPROAR OVER LETTER BY FRENCH DEPUTY 
TO PRESIDENT OF FRANCE ASSERTING SUPERIORITY OF AMERICAN 
COMPETITORS FOR NATO F-104 REPLACEMENT OVER FRENCHMIRAGE. 
LETTER BY GEN.PAUL STEHLIN, VICE-PRESIDENT OE THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND ONE-TIME AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF, 
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SEVERAL OTHER FRENCH LEADERS) IN SEPTEMBER, BUT SURFACED 
ONLY THIS WEEK. ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, GAULLIST 
DEPUTIES HAVE ACCUSED STEHLIN OF VIOLATING HIS "PARLIA- 
MENTARY HONOR", AND DEFENSE MINISTER SOUFFLET HAS BEGUN 
AN INQUIRY AND IS CONSIDERING FORCING STEHLIN'S RETIRE- 
MENT FROM THE AIR FORCE RESERVE. 

2. THE EMBASSY RECEIVED SEVERAL REQUESTS BY NEWSMEN 
FOR COMMENT LATE WEDNESDAY. WE HAVE RESPONDED THAT 
THE EMBASSY HAS NO COMMENT AT THIS TIME. STEHLIN'S 
LETTER IS OBVIOUSLY OF CONSIDERABLE SENSITIVITY HERE. 
RECOMMEND U.S. SPOKESMEN TREAD LIGHTLY IN RESPONDING 
TO QUERIES ON THIS BASICALLY FRENCH INTERNAL MATTER, AT 
LEAST UNTIL WE SEE HOW THE PUBLIC DEBATE DEVELOPS OVER 
HERE. PARTICULARLY, PLUG BY US FOR AMERICAN PLANE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE AT THIS MOMENT AND COULD 
SUPPORT CHARGE CURRENTLY BEING MADE BY SOME THAT 
AMERICANS INSPIRED STEHLIN'S LETTER. 

3. FYI, STEHLIN'S ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE AMERICAN 
PRODUCT WERE DEVELOPED IN CY SULZBERGER PIECE FOR NEW 
YORK TIMES WHICH APPEARED IN SATURDAY'S EDITION OF 
PARIS TRIB. 

4. FULLER ACCOUNT WILL BE TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. TEXT OF 
STEHLIN LETTER BEING POUCHED TO ACTION ADDRESSES. 

STONE. 
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